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Chapter One

SAVANNAH 
EXCERPT

T  theclutbmhauk mvhryhnofh-,wIh’sifh’fhgfdJhwp-…’.…dnS
sI,fVhfgfph.d…’hPofdfhDA’hxFnnFpEhsnhnofhfBEfh….hnofh’sxxFgfh

-…dpfdhnsI,fVhIwnhDh-spAnh,fsgfhJfnVhsnh,fsxnhp…nhwpnF,hDAgfhPFxofBhYfxxF-sh
shosOOJhIFdnoBsJLhF.hDh-sphNpBhofdR
XofAxhIffphE…pfh.…dhs,’…xnhnoFdnJh’FpwnfxVhspBhBfxOFnfhPosnhofdh

.dFfpBxhxsFBVhDhip…PhxofAxhIfoFpBh…pfh….hnofhCD2h-wdnsFpxhB…FpEhE…Bh
ip…PxhPosnRh
DhosnfhIfFpEhofdfRhDhosnfho…PhFnh’sifxh’fh.ff,RhDhosnfhnofhx,…Ph.fsdh

nosnAxhIwF,BFpEhFphshOsdnh….h’JhofsBVhdfsBJhn…hO…wp-fR
Dh-…w,Bh,fsgfhofdhOdfxfpnhPFnohnof’VhIwnhnosnhP…w,BhIfhIsBh’spS

pfdxRhKfxOFnfho…Ph’w-ohDhndFfBhn…h,Fgfh’Jh,F.fhBF“fdfpn,Jh.d…’ho…Ph
’Jh’…nofdh,FgfBhofdxVhDh-spAnhIfh…wndFEonhdwBfRh!pBhYfxxF-shosxhIffphsh
Bf-fpnho…wxf’snfhn…h’fR

It's not like you have anything better to do.
!pBhwp.…dnwpsnf,JVh’JhFppfdhno…wEonxhsdfh-…ddf-nRh!hxwBBfphdsFpS

xn…d’hiF-ifBhFpho…wdxhsE…hspBVhx…h.sdVhosxhxo…Pphp…hxFEpxh….hxn…OOFpEVh
x…hDh-spAnhOfd.…d’h…wnxFBfhnoFxhfgfpFpEVhdwFpFpEhspJhf”-wxfhDhP…w,Bh
osgfhwxfBhn…hsg…FBh-…’FpEhofdfh…dh,fsgFpERhjd…’hPosnhDh-sphdf-s,,VhFnAxh
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n……hfsd,Jh.…dhnoFxh’spJhOf…O,fhn…hIfh…wnh…phshTwfxBsJhpFEonRhHwnhnoFxhFxh
nofhj,…dFBsh3fJxVhspBhnofhdw,fxhofdfh-…w,BhBF“fdh-…’O,fnf,Jh.d…’h$!R
:$sBFfxhspBhEfpn,f’fp"4hXwBBfp,JVhshg…F-fhI,sdfxh.d…’hnofhxnsEfVh

DsddFpEh’fh…wnh….h’Jhno…wEonxhspBhIs-ihn…hnofhOdfxfpnRhDh,……ihwOh
n…hxffhnofhxwFnfBhE?hspBhp…nF-fhoFxh-…snhFxh-ofsOhspBhp…nhospEFpEh
-…ddf-n,Jh…phoFxhpsdd…Phxo…w,BfdxRhFFxhosFdhFxhx,F-ifBhIs-ihPFnohn……h
’w-ohOd…Bw-nVhspBh.d…’hofdfVhDh-sphnf,,hofAxhPfsdFpEhxnwBF…h’sifwORh

Stop it, Savannah.
FfhEdffnxhfgfdJ…pfhsEsFphspBhPsFnxh.…dhs,,hsnnfpnF…phn…hIfh…phoF’RhT…h

’Jhdf,Ff.Vhnofh’wxF-hosBhxn…OOfBhI,sdFpEhnod…wEohnofhxOfsifdxVh’siFpEh
nofhG……dhHwFfnhHwF-i,JRhDhxffhYfxxF-shx,FpihIs-ihn…h…wdhEd…wOAxhnsI,fh
.d…’hnofh-…dpfdh….h’JhfJfRhDhF’’fBFsnf,Jhp…nF-fhnosnhxofIxhdfsOO,FfBh
ofdh,FOxnF-iVhspBhnosnhofdh:IFdnoBsJhEFd,4hosnhFxhxFnnFpEh-d……ifB,Jh…phofdh
ofsBR
'wdhfJfxh’ffnVhspBhxofhEFgfxh’fhshx,…PhPFpiRhKfxOFnfh’Jxf,.VhDh

,swEoVhwpnF,hnofhE?AxhP…dBxh-sn-oh’JhsnnfpnF…pR
Did he say karaoke?
:!hEfpn,f’sphs’…pEhwxhosxh…“fdfBhJKLVLLLhn…hnofhisds…ifh-…pnfxnh

PFppfd"4
EJh’FpBhE…fxhI,spihsxhf”-FnfBhIwMMFpEhdwpxhnod…wEohnofh-,wIR
JKLVLLLRhTosnAxhsh,…nh….h’…pfJRhDh-…w,BhEfnhshpfPhEwFnsdhspBhof,Oh

’JhBfO,fnfBhxsgFpExhPFnohFnRhHwnh-…w,BhDhB…hFnNhOsxhnosnhs’…wpnh….h-sxoh
fp…wEohn…h’sifh’fhIdfsih’Jhdw,fh….hpfgfdhxFpEFpEh…phxnsEfhsEsFpN
DA’hp…nhxwdfVhx…hDhxFnhnofdfhpwdxFpEh’Jh’…-insF,hsxhnofhE?h-…pnFpwfxh

,sJFpEh…wnhnofhEd…wpBhdw,fxR
:ToFxh-…pnfxnV4hofhxsJxVhEdFppFpEhsxhF.hnofh’…pfJhIf,…pEfBhn…hoF’Vh

spBhPfhxo…w,Bhs,,hIfhEdsnf.w,Vh:Fxh…Ofphn…h,sBFfxh…p,J"4h!h,…wBhI……h
-…’fxh.d…’hsh-…dpfdVhspBh-…’O,sFpnxhxPffOhnod…wEohnofh-d…PBR
:jw-i"hTosnh’…pfJhP…w,BhosgfhIffphfp…wEoh.…dh’fhn…hEfnhshpfPh

OsFdh….hE,sxxfxhspBhN”h’JhnffnoV4hTs’h-…’O,sFpxVhoFxhwxws,,Jhx’……noVh
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…,FgfhxiFph’sddfBhIJhshx-…P,hnosnh-sdgfxhsh,FpfhIfnPffphoFxhOfd.f-n,Jh
nPffMfBhfJfId…PxR
DhiffOh’Jhno…wEonxhn…h’Jxf,.VhIwnhDA’hE,sBhnofdfhPsxhsp…nofdhdfsx…ph

Dh-…w,Bhnf,,h’Jxf,.hp…nhn…hOsdnF-FOsnfhFphnofh-…pnfxnR
TofdfAxhp…hPsJhx…’f…pfhPo…h-dfsnfBhshdw,fh,FifhnosnhPsxpAnhxf”FxnVh

spBhDA’hos,.h-…pgFp-fBhnosnhnofhPFppfdhP…w,Bhosgfhn…h’ffnhnosnh
Ofdx…pL’Jhxn…’s-oh-owdpxhsnhnofhno…wEonR

But $70,000 will cover my share of the rent for the rest of the year. 
And Sloan told me he’d stop sending money next year.
Dh-…w,BpAnh.sw,nh’JhId…nofdAxh,…EF-RhDnAxhp…nh,FifhxndffnhOfd.…d’FpEhFxh

gfdJhxwxnsFpsI,fRhFfABhs--fOnfBh’fh’…dfhnosphspJ…pfhfgfdhosBVhspBh
PofphDhId…ifhB…PphnP…hJfsdxhsE…VhofABhxwOO…dnfBh’fR
:!,x…V4hnofhE?hxsJxVh:nofhNdxnhnPfpnJh,sBFfxhn…hD…FphPF,,hIfhnofh

…p,Jh…pfxhf,FEFI,fhn…hOsdnF-FOsnf"4h!hxHwfs,hdwpxhnod…wEohnofh-d…PBh
sxhP…’fphxnsdnhD…xn,FpEh-,…xfdhn…hnofhxnsEfVhIwnhnofhE?hnodfsnfpxhn…h
BFxHws,F.Jhd…PBJho…Of.w,xVhx…hnofJhIf-…’fhOfd.f-n,JhIfosgfBh,sBFfxRh
:j…dhnofhNdxnhd…wpBVhfs-oh-…pnfxnspnhosxh…p,Jh…pfh’Fpwnfh.…dhnofFdh

x…pERhX…VhP…Ph’fVh,sBFfx"hj…dhnofhxf-…pBhxnsEfVhs.nfdhnfph,…gf,Jh-…pnfxS
nspnxhosgfhIffphf,F’FpsnfBVhfs-ohdf’sFpFpEh-…pnfxnspnhPF,,hosgfhnP…h
’Fpwnfxhfs-o"4hX’s,,hsOO,swxfh.…,,…PxhnoFxhxnsnf’fpnRhjFps,,JVhofhxnsnfxh
nosnhs.nfdhsp…nofdhf,F’FpsnF…pVhnofhNgfhdf’sFpFpEhNps,Fxnxh-sphxFpEhn…h
nofFdhofsdnIxh-…pnfpnQh:!pJhx…pEhsxh,…pEhsxhFnAxhwpBfdh.…wdh’Fpwnfx"hDh
ip…Phnofh’…pfJAxhDwF-JVh,sBFfxVhIwnhOf…O,fhpffBhn…hE…ho…’fhspBhEfnh
nofFdhIfswnJhx,ffOR4h
2f…O,fh,swEoVhIwnhDh…p,Jhd…,,h’JhfJfxVhswn…’snF-s,,Jhx…dnFpEhnod…wEoh

’Jhf”nfpxFgfh’fpns,h,FIdsdJh….hx…pExhnosnA,,hEFgfh’fhsphfBEfR
:'oVhspBh…pfh’…dfhnoFpEV4hnofhE?h-…pnFpwfxVh:nofhPFppfdhPF,,h

’ffnhnofhxO…px…dh….hnoFxh,Fnn,fh-…pnfxnhn…hdf-fFgfhnofFdhOdFMfh’…pfJRRh
EJhxn…’s-oh,wd-ofxVhspBhDhip…PhFnIxh…pfh….hnofhCD2hOsnd…pxhxFnnFpEh
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wOxnsFdxhIfoFpBhnofh-wdnsFpxRhKdfsBhxnsdnxhO……,FpEhFph’JhIf,,JVhsphfgfph
’…dfhxFEpFN-spnhdfsx…ph.…dhp…nhOsdnF-FOsnFpER

BUT $70,000, Savannah. You can do so much with that amount of 
money.h
Dhdfs,,Jh-…w,BRhDphsp…nofdh,F.fVhDhP…w,Bhp…nhosgfhIsnnfBhsphfJf,sxohsnh

nosnhs’…wpnh….h’…pfJVhIwnhnosnhPsxhsEfxhsE…RhX…h’w-ohosxh-ospEfBh
xFp-fhnofpLL



Chapter Two

BROCK 
EXCERPT

I  whydeycwhi,iwocwnamwIwtsprtstkwMOwCwnarlkwuMwb’MObMvwCw
vCOtMlw.CvCM.swpMl’sururMOwCuwArp.wgnsObwfj-'kwIwnM-jtOHuw'sw

C'jswuMw’vMqrtswCOwCObnsv“wYjjwIw.OsnwnCbwuaCuwIHtwOsqsvw'ssOwbMw'Mvstkw
COtwIwnCbwtsb’svCusjmwuarO.rO?wM”wCOmuarO?wuaCuwnM-jtwtvC?wlswM-uwM”w
lmwrObCOswtMjtv-l“w

ACm'sw'spC-bswuaswS-buVEOrbastwpMOusbuw”vMlwgnsObHw?rvjbwtrtwOMuw
bCurb”mwlmw'MvstMlkwbMwIwtsprtstwuMwb’MObMvwCw'r??svwMOswnruaw'suusvw
pMl’sururMOwpvrusvrCwuMwb’rpswuarO?bw-’“

And you’ve had music on your mind for weeks. That’s why you did 
this. You’re looking for a diamond in the rough. 

IDqsw'ssOwjMM.rO?w”MvwCwbrO?svwuMw'swuaswlCrOwCpuw”Mvwlmwpj-'“wIw
nCOustwbMlsuarO?wOsnkwbMlsuarO?wtrBsvsOukwCOtwIwaCtwmsuwuMwEOtwru“w

IwnCbwCuwgnsObHwpj-'wuMwtrbp-bbwCwpMl’COmwnsw'Muawasjtwbr?OrEpCOuw
buC.sbwrOwCOtwnMOtsvrO?waMnwjMO?wIwpM-jtwuC.swruwnasOkwC”usvwnruOsbbV
rO?wuaswlstrMpvsw’sv”MvlCOpsbwrOw”vMOuwM”wlskwIwuMjtwArp.wnaCuwnCbw
MOwlmwlrOt“wLswjC-?astwbMwaCvtwIwuaM-?auwCw?MjtwuMMuawnM-jtw”Cjjw
M-ukw'-uwaswN-rp.jmwbM'svst“

RXM-HvswOMuwbsvrM-bPTwaswnarb’svstwrOwtrb'sjrs”“



6YKx$w2XwYw2Y$w2gXw2I00IgJYIzxwx!fxz7F:

RIwClkTwIwvs’jrstkwbuCvurO?wuMw?suwrvvruCustwnruawuaswnMlCOwnaMwaCtw
SMrOstwlswMOwlmwpM-pawCOtwaCtwvs”-bstwuMwjsCqs“wIDtwjs”uwuaCuwjr”skw
COtwbaswnCbODuwsOM-?awuMwlC.swlswnCOuwuMwvsu-vOwuMwru“wWvrburOCwnCbw
tvM’VtsCtw?Mv?sM-b“w6urjjkwIw”sjuwOMuarO?wbrOpswbaswbCuw'sbrtswlswCOwaM-vw
C?M“

RIwbCrtwIwnCOuwmM-wuMwbsuw-’wCwbrO?rO?wpMOusbuwtMnObuCrvbkwMOwmM-vw
tCOpswAMMv“wXM-w.OMnkwjr.sw.CvCM.s“T

RYOtwnaCuwlC.sbwmM-wuarO.wlmwp-buMlsvbwnM-jtw’Cvurpr’CuswrOwCw
brO?rO?wpMOusbuPTwaswbaMuw'Cp.kwjM-tsvwuarbwurlskwCOtwOMnwsqsvmMOsHbw
CuusOurMOwnCbwMOw-b“

YbwrvvruCustwCbwIwnCbkwruwnCbwbuCvurO?wuMw?suwsBprurO?kwCOtwIwnCOustw
lMvs“

RCDEkEEEkTwIwbCrtkwRuaCuwnM-jtwlC.swuaslw’Cvurpr’CuskTwIwvs’jrstw
pMOEtsOujmkwCOtwFstkwArp.Hbw”vrsOtkwjC-?astwnruawtsjr?au“wgOwuasw
MuasvwbsCukwFCqrsvwpa-p.jstkwCOtwuaswMuasvwnMlsOkwrOpj-trO?wWvrburOCkw
nsvswMOwls“w

RCDEkEEEPw2vMp.kwuasw’vrGswasvswnCbw”MvwuaCuwbClswClM-OuHTwArp.w
sB’jCrOstkwsqsvwuaswur?auVEbustw'-brOsbblCO“wFaswvsbuwM”wuaswvMMlwnCbw
burjjwbrjsOukwbsOtrO?wlswCwuavrjjwM”wsBpruslsOu“

IwtsprtstwuMw-’wuaswCOus“
RXM-Hvswvr?aukwArp.kwjsuwruw'swCIEkEEE“wIuHjjwb’rpswuarO?bw-’“T
Faswvsb’MObswuMwuarbwrbwsB’spustw'-uwburjjwsBprurO?kwCOtwIwbnCjjMnwlmw

jC-?ausvwnruawCwtvrO.w”vMlwlmwlCvurOr“
IuwnCbwFCqrsvwnaMwsqsOu-CjjmwpCjlstwuaswvMMlkwCOtwarbw?jsClrO?wsmsbw

uMjtwlswasw-OtsvbuMMtwnaCuwIwnCbwtMrO?“w
JrOCjjmkwCbwuaswlMOsmwnCbOHuwpMlrO?w”vMlwarbw’Mp.sukwArp.w?MuwMOw

'MCvt“wR0suHbw?suwuarbw’CvumwbuCvustHTwLswmsjjstwCOtwpCjjstw”MvwarbwAMMvw
lCOC?sv“

IuwnCbwCbwIwsB’spustKwYwjM-twpassvwnsOuw-’wnasOwuaswpMOusbuwnCbw
COOM-OpstkwCOtwCOwsqsOwjCv?svwMOswnasOwuasw’vrGswnCbwlsOurMOst“wIw
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aMOsbujmwtrtwOMuwsB’spuwuMw'swqsvmwrl’vsbbstkw'-uwunMwnMlsOw'jsnwlmw
sB’spuCurMObwM-uwM”wuaswnCusv“wIOwuaswjCbuwvM-OtkwuaswmM-O?svwnMlCOw
'vM-?auwuaswaM-bswtMnOwnruawCw’sv”MvlCOpswtrBsvsOuw”vMlwnaCuw
basHtw'ssOw?rqrO?wrOw’vsqrM-bwvM-Otb“w2-uwuaCuwnCbOHuwnaCuwlCtswsqsvmw
aCrvwMOwlmwCvlbwbuCOtwMOwsOt“wLaCuwpC-bstwlswuMwbruw-’wCOtw’Cmw
CuusOurMOwnCbwuasw”ClrjrCvrumwM”wasvwqMrps“wIw.OsnwIHtwasCvtwruw's”Mvs“w
2-uwnasvswCOtwnamwtrtwruwbM-OtwbMwbrlrjCvwCOtwmsuwbMwtrBsvsOuP

Iw”sjuwCwbarqsvwv-OwuavM-?awlswCbwIwbuCvstwCuwasvwMOwuaswbpvssOkwasvw
lM-vO”-jwOMusbw'sjurO?wM-uwRxqsvm'MtmwLCOubwuMwz-jswuaswLMvjtTwuMw
vM-brO?wC’’jC-bs“wIwpM-jtwusjjwbaswnCbwCuuvCpurqskw'-uwOMuwrOwuasw’Mjrbastw
COtw’vrlstwlCOOsvwIwnCbw-bstwuM“wIwpM-jtOHuw’jCpswasvw”Cps“wIuwnCbwCbw
lCttsOrO?wCbwruwnCbwrOusvsburO?kwCOtwCbwbaswjMnsvstwuaswlrpkwIw.OsnwIHtw
”M-OtwlmwbrO?sv“

And I knew that she’d win……




