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Redundancy of language is never found with deep
reflection. Verbiage may indicate observation, but not
thinking. He who thinks much says but little in proportion
to his thoughts.

— Washington Irving

There is an enormous redundancy in every well-written
book. With a well-written book I only read the right-hand
page and allow my mind to work on the left-hand page.
With a poorly written book I read every word.

— Marshall McLuhan

Thanks — to the redundancy of language, yxx cxn

xndxrstxnd whxt x xm wrxtxng xvxn xf x rxplxcx x/l thx

vxwxls wxth xn 'x" (¢ gts Itt] brdr [y dn't on kn whr th
vwls 7)

— Steven Pinker

The Language Instinct



To Tanya, with all my love

his book is dedicated to my wife Tanya who is a

professor of psycholinguistics, the study of the
cognitive aspects of language. She taught me that the
rules of language reflect the way we speak, not the other
way around. So is the title of this book a redundancy or
an oxymoron? Logical redundancy does not mean that we
are wasting “totally unnecessary” words. Redundancies
are like musical chords. That’s why we are surrounded on
all sides by “tiny specks,” “sharp points,” “usual routines,”
“foreign imports,” “identical copies,” and “annoying
pests” (not to mention “hot water heaters”).
Redundancies help turn 2D black and white language
into 3D living color. This is a book celebrating
redundancies, but really it is a book celebrating the
playfulness of language. Language asks to be taken for
granted, but every once in a while, it is nice to take a
moment to appreciate how we are all members of a
species of natural poets.
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|.  INTRODUCING REDUNDANCY FOR THE
FIRST TIME



1. Introducing forthefirst-time (which is much
more introductory than introducing for the
second time)

Introducing for the first JUNE 1925

time, it’s called a television, ’

and should be in the stores
in time for Christmas!




2. Original inventor (unlike the person who
comes up with a new invention after everyone
else)

I'M GOING TO CALL
IT "THE UNIVERSE,”

PATENT
OFFICE

See also:

3. Newvel innovations (new ideas that we are all
sick and tired of hearing about for the
umpteenth time)



4. FEirst conceived (and then conceived a second
time just to make sure)

WELL, WE BUT
WON'T KNOW ACCORDING
FOR SURE TO YOUR CHART,
UNTIL WE GET IT SEEMS You
YOUR TEST WERE ILL
RESULTS... CONCEIVED

See also:

5. Originally created (the second step after

being first conceived)



6. New beginning (which takes place after the
previous beginning but before the next

beginning)

I HAVE THIS

° ° ODD FEELING
Bill Murray in I'VE SEEN THIS

@ MOVIE BEFORE
]




7. Earlier intime (the point in the space-time
continuum just before the exact moment at
which things happen earlier in space)

e &)

TRAVELED
BACK TO 2020
TO ATTEND
HER GREAT
GREAT
GRAND-
MOTHER'S
WEDDING...

PLEASE
HAVE PASSPORT |
READY

WE WERE
THE ONLY
ONE'S THUERE.
EVERYONE
ELSE WAS
ON 200M/!




8. Past history (the history written about long

ago, before anyone knew that any of this stuff
had happened)




[I. REDUNDANCY STILL CONTINUES



9. S«ll continues (long after things that do not
continue have stopped continuing)

NEW! Improved!

iSundialjVi
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10. Ysual routine (unlike routines that you
perform only once before moving the brand
new exercycle to the attic)

SWEETHEART,
I HATE TO
BREAK IT TO
you BUT You
NO LONGER
HAVE ANY
WEIGHT TO
LOSE

11



[1l. RECYCLED REDUNDANCIES

17



16. Repeat again (and again and again and again,

and so on and so forth, etc. etc.)

I'M SORRY DEAR,
I DIDN'T CATCH THAT.
COULD YOU REPEAT EVERYTHING
YOU'VE SAID TO ME SINCE WE
GOT MARRIED?

18



17. Etc. ete: (etc.)

Museum visitors search in vain for the MC Escher Exhibit
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18. Déja vu alleveragain (does that mean you

teel like you were here once before or three
times before?)

20



V. REDUNDANCY BACKUP PLANS

21



20. Einal conclusion (which will hopefully not be

the final conclusion to which we seem to be

headed)

OK, FIRST
THE BAD NEWS...
IT SEEMS
'LIFE ON EARTH
IS BEING
CANCELLED BY
THE SCIENCE
CHANNEL DUE
TO LOusY
RATINGS...

U

BUT THE
GOOD NEWS...
15 THAT THERE
15 AN ALL NEW
EPISODE OF
‘LIVE FOR
TODAY'

23



21. Einal ultimatum (delivered after you
completely ignored all our previous
ultimatums and just before our next final
ultimatum)

RELAX, LEGAL SAYS
WE DON'T NEED TO WORRY
UNTIL WE RECEIVE THEIR
VERY LAST FINAL
ULTIMATUM...

O]

OK... BUT I HEAR
WE HAVE NOW RUN
ouT OF PEANUT

THIS IS5 OUR
LAST FINAL
ULTIMATUM!!

24



22. Future plans (plans that we will not make

until later, after it is too late)

WHAT DO YOU MEAN
IT'S TOO LATE TO cUT
THEM ALL ouT?

See also:
23. Adwvanee planning (which never works as well

as planning for things that have already
happened)

25



26. Unexpeeted surprise (unlike those surprises

that come with advance warning)

WE'VE BEEN
MARRIED THIRTY
SEVEN YEARS, AND

EVERY YEAR MILDRED
THROWS A SURPRISE
BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR

ME, AND OF COURSE
EVERY YEAR I P\ 73
PRETEND NOT TO 2
KNOW... a )
—
w

BUT THEN, THIS YEAR,
NOTHING... JUST A QUIET DINNER
TOGETHER AT HOME. TALK ABOUT A
BEING BLINDSIDED!

N
O

A

28



27. Future prediction (a prediction that,

surprisingly, has not yet been made)

DON'T LOOK
Welcome AT TUE BALL,
+o LOOK AT THE PERSON
NEXT TO YoU...
Fortune ONE OF YOU 15
Teller NOT GOING TO
School GRADUATE

29



28. Unselved mystery (which is why we need

spoiler alerts)

30



29. Postpone uatiHater (in case you don’t have
time right now to procrastinate)

WELL,

THE BAD
I Have NEWS 15
SOME THAT you

BAD NEWS ar=s

ND SOME

HAVE LESS
THAN THREE
WEEKS TO
LIVE...

L
INRE
O,
THE
GOOD NEWS
15 THAT THIS MAY
HELP YOU WITH
YOUR TENDENCY
, TO PUT OFF
PROCRASTINATING
UNTIL

TOMORROW

31



V. COMPLETELY SURROUNDED BY
REDUNDANCIES

33



30. Cempletely surrounded (much worse than

being surrounded only on one side)

~
~

GOO0D LUCK

=~ =" GETTING THAT

L3S THROUGH HR
Y

Q)
NEAr

WHY DON'T
WE JUST HIRE THE
BARBARIANS TO FINISH
THE MOAT?

34



31. Circle areund (and around and around and

around)

VX360 this is air traffic control. You have
been cleared to circle around in a holding
pattern. We apologize for the inconvenience.

Also, no one is available right now to take your
call. Please press one to continue to hold until it
is your turn to circle around some more. Press
any other number to hear this message again.

35



33. Empty hole (on average, empty holes are
twice as deep as a half-empty hole)

EVER SINCE SHE MADE
PARTNER [T'S IMPOSSIBLE
TO CATCH UER HOME
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34. Fereign imports (which cost much less than
the domestic imports we produce here at
home)

WELCOME PACIFICA
| OUR NEW PROVINCE!

T

BC\AB/SK|MB| ON \Sc
oy

N

|| TESLA FACTORY

38



35. Final destination (unlike all those places

along the way where your five-year-old asks,
“Are we there yet?”)

See also:

36. Start eut (otherwise you may end up inside
your destination)
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37. Clese proximity (the distance between two
people talking on their cell phones — but not
to each other!)

D

. EXCUSE ME 5SIR,
BUT WOULD YOU MIND PUTTING
THAT CALL ON SPEAKER S0 WE

CAN HEAR BOTH SIDES OF THE
% CONVERSATION?
v a
@

THS 15
TOTALLY
[ YOUR FAULT
[ THAT OUR
DAUGHTER
WANTS TO
BE AN
ARSONIST
WHEN SHE
GROWS
up!

40



38. Safe haven (unlike those havens where even
daredevils fear to go)

VINNY, CAN YoUu
PLEASE TELL US WHAT
RIGHTS ARE GUARANTEED BY
THE FIFTH AMENDMENT?

BUT I MUST
DECLINE TO
ANSWER ON
ADVICE OF
COUNSEL

\

41



39. Wall mural (should not be purchased without
checking with the building inspector)

SURE, YOU CAN BUY A
PRINT INSTEAD OF THE
ORIGINAL WALL MURAL,
BUT THE PRINT WONT

42



VI.

REDUNDANT POSITIONS

43



40. Falling dewn (much easier than falling up, as
happens after drinking too much at a frat

party)

44



41. Kneel dewn (which takes far less skill than
kneeling up)

DOWN/ \ Today at
KNEELNUP! WP 3 PM:
KNEEL DOWN/ Cardiovascular
Contemplation
Class

45



42. Follow after (until you catch up with

everyone who is leading from behind)

WHATEVER LINE I PICK,
IT ALWAYS STARTS
MOVIN@ SLOWER

mﬂdm ﬂy@
e @m:

Wovar

L& gD
w4
%

See also:

43. Lag behind (and do it quickly!)

44. Proceed ahead (otherwise you may find
yourself proceeding afoot)

45. Hurry up (but you will get to the coast faster
if you hurry sideways)

46. Slow dewn (is this the opposite of slow up or
hurry down?)

46



50. Liftwup (in order to arrive at the height at
which things can be safely lifted down)

\ostitute 7o,

.. U Nf.AfA lnfec"h'Monasﬁﬁ [ St
ifting championshi Fo )
o g angrs

88 YEAR-OLD
MILTON BUTSUKEI
HAS JUST SET A NEW
WORLD RECORD IN UP
LIFTING CLEAN AND
LEVITATE!

See also:

51. All-time record (not to be confused with the

all-distance record)

50



52. Written dewn (which makes it so much easier

to read up on a topic)

OH, AND WE
ALS0 NEED
MORE FRESH

Earliest known shopping list
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VII.

REDUNDANT SHAPES

53



54. Finy speck (a speck that is small enough to
easily fit on a sharp point)

Welcome to the
_World’s Largest Museum .

9 WORLD"’S
LARGEST

TINY

See also:

55. Sharp point (in contrast with “point spreads”
and “man points” that spread out all over the

place)

55



56. Fotally flat (which is not nearly as bumpy as a

surface that is only a wee bit flat)

WE'RE NOT ‘

SAYING THE EARTU
IS TOTALLY FLAT...
0BVIOUSLY THERE ARE
VALLEYS IN THE

Alchemist Fred Bunson addresses the monthly meeting
of the Flat Earth Society.
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57. Hellew tube (which is like a solid tube except
that it is hollow)

Larry and Peg Rittlebarper find themselves caught in a
world famous tourist trap.

57



VIII.

ALTERNATIVE REDUNDANCIES

59



64. Vacillate backandforth (can take twice as

long as vacillating in one direction only)

NOW ALICE, BEFORE I LET
GO, CAN YOU EXPLAIN NEWTON'S
FIRST LAW OF MOTION?

63



68. Blend tegether (First measure each ingredient
and blend together individually, being careful
not to let the ingredients separate together.)

7~ WHAT'S SHEILA
DOING HERE?
I THOUGHT SHE wAS

ONE OF THEM?

See also:
69. Merge together (as when train rails meet at

the horizon ... and then go on to cross sides and
separate again once you cannot see z‘/yem)
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70. Connect together(which is what we did

before social media trained us to connect

remotely)

IT'S S0 AMACING!
I MET HIM WHILE SHOPPING
ONLINE, WE GOT TO CHATTING
AND REALICED WE HAD BEEN
SITTING NEXT TO EACH OTHER
IN AN ONLINE COURSE...

50 WE EACH
CALLED AN UBER
AND THE NEXT
THING YOU KNOW,
WE WERE GOOGLING
EACH OTHER IN THE
BACK SEAT/

67



71. Component parts (another name for DIY

furniture)

—

=
=

W=
32 1000

EGO BOOSTER
JIGSAW PUZZLE
|

CHANGEABLE
IDENTICAL
PIECES!

| CANBE
COMPLETED
IN
MINUTES!

68



I X.

FEELING REDUNDANT

69



73. Het water heater (wait...why would you need
a heater for water that is already hot?)

—
Ry, e

P
— — ES R . A
- Nl "2 | construction, sa0;
= Inc.

WOW, THOSE
ARE A COUPLE
OF HOT WATER
HEATERS! P

COOL IT, FROSTY,
THEY'RE WAY TOO
HOT FOR US

See also:

74. Het fires (which are identical to cold fires
except for the temperature, the flame, and the
smoke)

75. Heat up (until things start to cool dews)

76. Freezing cold (the temperature at which ice
freezes and turns into frezen ice)

71



77. Completely disappears (unlike something
that disappears but you can still see it)

/T SWEETHEART, NOT A GOOD
= CAN YOU PASS IDEA, UONEY, IT'S
—— ME TUE NOT TUAT KIND

SUNSCREEN? OF BEACH

"BEACH AREA | .
— Reserved foré .
Invisible People

WARNING: Sunscreen does not completely disappear!

72



78. Crystal clear (as in water polluted by millions

of plastic bottles, each filled by hand with
sparkling water from a small snow-capped
mountain spring)

QLRBXL Ask your doctor how to
Relief from what ails you! pronounce QLRBXL

Make life
perfect
again with
| QLRBXL

WARNING: Do not take QLRBXL if your drinking water contains other medications

73



80. Priekly cactus (lacking in people skills
compared to cacti that are soft and cuddly)

NOT ALL MOTHERS
SHOW PUYSICAL AFFECTION, BUT
THAT DOESN'T MEAN SHE DIDN'T
LOVE YOU JUST AS MUCH

AJ3DUA .Aa
T3aawe
YINOIA9
YTIIANO02A39
T2I9AAIHT
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82. Cempletely unrecognizable (such as the

perfect stranger you ran into at the
supermarket)

AND DO YOU SEE ANYONE
IN THE COURTROOM WHO REMINDS
YOU OF SOMEONE WHO IS5 COMPLETELY
UNRECOGNIZABLE?

See also:

83. Perfeet stranger (while most strangers are
incredibly nice, intelligent, honest, and hard-
working, let’s face it, nobody’s perfect)

77



84. Pesitive identification (which is easier than
listing all the people whom you do not
recognize)

CAN You
POSITIVELY IDENTIFY
WHO STOLE YOUR
PIN NUMBER?

See also:

85. Might pessibly (or do you mean it might not
impossibly?)

86. Abselutely certain (the feeling you get when

you state something that you're not sure
about, but then someone else disagrees)

78



X. THE COST OF REDUNDANCY

81



88. Free gift (Didn't you just hate it when your
parents made you pay them back for your
birthday presents?)

I, Emily, promise to pay back
my parents $17.00 for the cost of
the awesome squirt gun they gave
me for my ninth birthday, plus any
applicable tax, shipping, interest,
and late payment penalties.
Also, I promise never again to ask
"Are we there yet?"
Your loving daughter,

See also:

89. Aid and-abet (which helps the recipient twice
as much as when you offer aid but are too
stingy to also abet)

82



90. Abselutely free (or your money back)

EXCLUSIVE!
470-786

Two Original
Quad-Core
Tablets with all
Ten Commandments

Retail Value:
$2,175,378,276.95
GOLDEN CALF
EVENT PRICE:

$99.95

$5.95 S&H FREE!
10 Flexpay $9.95
800-555-1212

You'LL
GET A NEW
COMMANDMENT
EVERY WEEK FOR
10 WEEKS...
KEEP ONLY THE
ONE'S You

ORDER NOW
AND WE'LLTHROW IN AN

ELEVENTH COMMANDMENT
ABSOLUTELY FREE!
“XI: No Refund Without Receipt”
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92. Jeint collaboration (which is easier to

coordinate than trying to collaborate with
yourself)

How
MANY TIMES
DO I HAVE TO
TELL You,
THERE IS
xR

HEY, WHY
DO I ALWAYS
HAVE TO HANG
THE BELL?

85



XI.

ADDED REDUNDANCY

87



93. Equal te-ene-another (even when the two

things are not each equal to themselves)

I THINK IT WouLD
SOUND BETTER IF HE
JUST SAID “EQUAL”

ARE EQUAL TO
ONE ANOTHER,
BUT SOME
ANIMALS ARE
MORE EQUAL
TO ONE
ANOTHER
THAN
OTHERS”

88



94. Exaetly equal (the technical term for two

quantities that are approximately unequal)

NOW
LET'S MAKE TODAS
THIS OTHER SIDE | UKol
AL50 “GIVE OR How much
TAKE" 50 THAT  [EEEEESWe
THE TWO SIDES weigh"
ARE EXACTLY .

89



99. Pelar opposites (the polar opposite of the

exact same)

--o
7
'

=~

+64X

- k4

: >
A
‘\-‘mu\ E=md redgin) M TR

Vb3 a2L |22
SVEs =Y v e
& c=Trz
Y+,

aX+bX+c=0 qo° =

= $532,461,291.51 Ay,

The Culture War ended when Joe Bob and Prof. McClue discovered

the secret of perpetual motion using only a banjo.
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100. Added bonus (the bonus that remains after
you give back the subtracted bonus)

3-in-1 ZenMaster
* Food Processor
* Blender

(VL)Y 1:33
— : — i
470-786 ZenMaster -- Runs entirely on spiritual energy!
o)

* Body Massager
Retail Value $399.95
Down-to-Earth Price

$99.95

ZenMaste
ZenMaster

$5.95- S&H FREE

800-555-1212

Order before you exhale and we'll include as an added bonus our ZenMaster
Cookbook, with over 500 recipes using nothing but tofu!

See also:

101. Add an additional (which comes after
dividing by zero in the order of operations)

94



102. Addsup (which totals up to a higher sum
than if you only add the numbers)

Arp et
BUBBA =

Shouldn't the + be on the right
when adding up?

Hey, don’t ask me.
Math was my second-
best subject, after

English and History




104. Fetal catastrophe (the sum of many partial
catastrophes)

TELL DAD
THE CAT KNOCKED
IT OVER!

97



105. Few inm-number (much easier to count than

that which is few but not in number, such as
few in water)

SUPPOSE

How many WE DOUBLE

philosophers ' T St
can dance on the OF TUE
head of a pin? PIN...

98



106. Ower exaggeration (unlike under
exaggerations, which are totally and
completely understated)

I HAVE A
HARD TIME
BELIEVING
ANYONE cOULD
BE 50 CLOSE TO
THE NATIONAL
AVERAGE N
EVERY
CATEGORY
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107. Frue fact (a fact that is actually true, even
though it is only a fact)

AND THE BEST
SELLING AUTOBIOGRAPHY,
'YES, I DID IT, BUT THEY
WILL NEVER BE ABLE TO
PROVE IT'?

AND |5 IT NOT
A TRUE FACT, MR. BUTLER,
THAT YOU ARE THE AUTHOR OF
‘HOW TO GET AWAY
WITH MURDER?’

100



110. Random ehanee (the problem with

randomness is that you can never be sure)

OK, THAT'S
TWICE IN THE
SAME PLACE,

50 WE KNOW IT
CAN'T BE
LIGHTNING!

103



XIl. SPARE REDUNDANCIES

105



112. Cerrupt politician (unlike the honest

politicians who lie about not being corrupt)

TODAY I'M
ANNOUNCING MY

My Five Point Plan:

o 1. Sam Id m Id
Joe Wilson/ New FIve-poINT 2 gZeS’ g"n kZ%piﬁ-‘Z;E t
ame Oid arty | PLAN FOR KEEPING 3- Boon hore, done tha

THINGS EXACTLY

Candidate for THE WAY THEY
Congre .

s
L

5. Do your thing

107



114. Anneying pests (which means it may be

time to call the annoying exterminator)

You KIDS
QUIET DOWN
OR I'M GOING

TO SWAT
SOMEBODY!

DRANK THE BLOOD
I WAS SAVING FOR MY
SCHOOL LUNCH
TOMORROW

The Mosquito family having a blood sugar crisis just before sunset.
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115. Clesed fist (works better for playing “pick a
hand” than for swatting annoying pests)

LARRY POPPED
THE QUESTION LAST
NIGHT RIGHT OVER
THERE BY THE SLOT
MACHINES...

GOT DOWN
ON HIS KNEES, HELD
OUT BOTH FISTS AND
SAID 'SWEETHEART,
PICK A HAND.

110



118. Acstifieial prosthesis (unlike a natural

prosthesis such as a robotic arm that you are
born with)

WHEW! WHAT A RELIEF!
I WAS ANXIOUS SUE MIGHT
BE BORN WITH NIGHT VISION.

CONGRATULATIONS,
You HAVE A UEALTHY
BABY GIRL!

113



123. Femper tantrum (the exact opposite of a

tantrum in which you lose your calm)

Situation Room Daycare Center

’ DAD, NO, IVANKA, -
IM'5ORRV BUT I DON'T WANNA &O0... @
(T'S TIME TO I'M NOT éoiNG! A

I'M NOT éoiNG!
)
— £

I'M NoT GoINé! &5

<
.

[\
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127. Ceognitive dementia (not to be confused

with physical dementia, characterized by a

compulsive need to avoid unnecessary
exercise)

GEEZ,
THE GYM
MUST BE

YEA,
I HEAR

- REALLY TUEY PUT IN
S'Z'ﬁnm CROWDED THREE NEW
on TODAY.... NEXT GEN
A 2nd Floor WONDER STAIR-
MASTERS
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128. PIN number (which can be any four digit
number that has at least one Roman
numeral, one emoticon, and is easy to
remember)

IF YOU FORGOT
YOUR PIN NUMBER THAT'S OK,
WE'VE UPGRADED TO TOUCH ID...
JUST RUB IT WITH YOUR
PALM AND MAKE
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130. ATM maechine (unlike ATMs that are

actually human bank tellers hiding on the
other side of the wall)

5 BUCKS
SAYS HE DROPS
THE CARD TRYING
TO REACH THE
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